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This is a suggested reading list for middle school students and is not intended for 
elementary students. However, some titles will be of interest to high school students. The 
recommended titles reflect the quality and complexity of the types of material middle school 
students should be reading both at school and outside of class. This list contains contemporary 
titles to create a more comprehensive list for expanding options for classroom teachers, 
librarians, students, and parents. 
 
The purpose of this list is to provide suggestions for literature with a wide appeal to middle 
school students. While this list is not intended to replace existing reading lists, classroom 
teachers, reading teachers, library information specialists, parents, and others should use this list 
to encourage their young people to read a wider variety of current literature. 
 
Criteria used in the selection of books for this suggested reading list were: 
- Copyright date must be within ten years from the current calendar date; 
- Each title must have at least two favorable reviews from recognized review sources; 
- Each title must be currently available in print; and 
- South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees for the current year must be included. 
 
This list will be updated annually to meet the selection criteria as outlined above. For more 
information about this middle school suggested reading list, please contact Martha Alewine  
(malewine@sde.state.sc.us).  
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100 Suggested Titles for Middle School Students 
Alphabetical by Author 

 
Author Title ©Date

Alexander, Lloyd Rope Trick, The 2002 
Armistead, John Return of Gabriel, The 2002 
Armstrong, Jennifer Kindling: Fire-Us, The 2002 

Armstrong, Thomas You’re Smarter Than You Think: A Kid’s Guide to 
Multiple Intelligences. 2003 

Arrington, Frances Prairie Whispers 2003 
Atinsky, Steve Tyler on Prime Time 2002 
Avi Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic 2005 
Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer 2003 
Barry, Dave and Ridley Pearson Peter and the Starcatchers 2004 
Bauer, Joan Stand Tall 2002 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy 2003 
Cabot, Meg Princess Diaries, Volume VI: Princess in Training 2005 
Cameron, Ann Colibri 2003 
Carbone, Elisa Storm Warriors 2001 
Carey, Janet Lee Wenny Has Wings 2002 
Clements, Andrew Things Not Seen 2002 
Codell, Esme Raji Sahara Special 2003 
Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl, The Opal Deception 2005 
Couloumbis, Audrey Say Yes 2002 
Creech, Sharon Granny Torelli Makes Soup 2003 
Crum, Shutta Spitting Image 2003 
DeFelice, Cynthia Missing Manatee, The 2005 
Dowell, Francis O’Rourke Where I’d Like to Be 2003 
DuPrau, Jeanne City of Embers 2003 
Ellis, Deborah Mud City 2003 
Farmer, Nancy House of the Scorpion 2002 
Ferris, Jean Once Upon a Marigold 2002 
Funke, Cornilia Inkheart 2005 
Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 2004 
Gaiman, Neil Coraline 2002 
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Author Title ©Date
Gebler, Carlo August ‘44 2003 
George, Kristine O’Connell Swimming Upstream 2002 
Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods 2002 
Gravett, Christopher Real Knights: Over 20 True Stories of Chivalrous Deeds 2005 
Green, Michelle Y. Strong Right Arm, A 2002 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson Escape from Memory 2003 
Hahn, Mary Downing Hear the Wind Blow 2003 

Hannigan, Kathrine Ida B-- : and her plans to maximize fun, avoid disaster, 
and (possibly) save the world 2004 

Harness, Cheryl Franklin & Eleanor 2004 
Henkes, Kevin Olive’s Ocean 2003 
Hesse, Karen Stowaway 2000 
Hiaason, Carl Hoot 2002 
Hite, Sid Hole in the World, A 2001 
Hoeye, Michael Time Stops for No Mouse 2002 
Hoffman, Mary Stravanganza: City of Masks 2002 
Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker 2001 
Jacques, Brian Lord Brocktree 2001 
Jordan, Sherryl Hunting of the Last Dragon, The 2002 
Kehret, Peg Stranger Next Door 2002 
Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp, The: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004 
Konigsburg, E.L Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place, The 2004 
Koss, Amy Goldman Girls, The 2000 
Lavender, William Just Jane 2002 
Lawrence, Ian Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2003 
Lester, Julius Day of Trears: A Novel in Dialogue 2005 
Levine, Karen Hana’s Suitcase 2002 
Lisle, Janet Taylor Art of Keeping Cool 2000 
Lowery, Lois Silent Boy, The 2003 
Mair, Jacqueline Horse Hooves and Chicken Feet: Mexican Folktales 2003 
McKay, Hillary Saffy’s Angel 2002 
McWhorter, Diane Dream of Freedom 2004 
Mikaelsen, Ben Red Midnight 2002 
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Author Title ©Date
Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003 
Murphy, Jim American Plague, An 2003 
Myers, Anna Tulsa Burning 2002 
Myers, Walter Dean Blues Journey 2003 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Blizzard’s Wake 2002 
Orgill, Roxane Mahalia: A Life in Gospel Music 2002 
Park, Linda Sue When My Name was Keoko 2002 
Park, Linda Sue Project Mulberry 2005 
Pattou, Edith East 2003 
Paulsen, Gary How Angel Peterson Got His Name 2003 
Peck , Richard River Between Us, The 2003 

Rees, Celia Pirates! The True and Remarkable Adventures of 
Minerva Sharpe 2003 

Rinaldi, Ann Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family 2003 
Ritter, John H. Boy Who Saved Baseball 2003 
Rodda, Emily Rowan of Rin 2001 
Rowling, J.K Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 2005 

Russo, Marisabina Always Remember Me: How One Family Survived 
World War II 2005 

Salisbury, Graham Lord of the Deep 2001 

Schuffert, Bea Uusma Man who went to the far side of the moon, The: The 
story of Apollo 11 Astronaut Michael Collins 2003 

Shan, Darren Cirque de Freak: A Living Nightmare 2002 
Simmons, Michael Pool Boy 2005 
Sleator, William Parasite Pig 2002 
Smith, Anita Hope Way a Door Closes, The 2003 
Spinelli, Jerry Loser 2002 
Stewart, Jennifer J. Close Encounters of a Third World Kind 2004 
Taylor, Mildred Land, The 2001 
Testa, Maria Becoming Joe Dimaggio 2002 
Van Draanen, Wendelin Swear to Howdy 2003 
Van Maarsen, Jacqueline Friend Called Anne 2005 
Vande Velde, Vivian Rumplestiltskin Problem, The 2000 
Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003 
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Author Title ©Date
Weil, Sylvie My Guardian Angel 2001 
Weston, Martha Act I, Act II, Act Normal 2003 
Whitesel, Cheryl Blue Fingers: A Ninja’s Tale 2004 
Woodson, Jacqueline Hush 2002 
Yolen, Jane Sword of the Rightful King 2003 
Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003 
Zindel, Paul Gadget, The 2001 
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100 Suggested Titles for Middle School Students 
Arranged Alphabetically by Title 

 
Author Title ©Date

Weston, Martha Act I, Act II, Act Normal 2003 

Russo, Marisabina Always Remember Me: How One Family Survived 
World War II 2005 

Murphy, Jim American Plague, An 2003 
Lisle, Janet Taylor Art of Keeping Cool 2000 
Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl, The Opal Deception 2005 
Gebler, Carlo August ‘44 2003 
Testa, Maria Becoming Joe Dimaggio 2002 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Blizzard’s Wake 2002 
Whitesel, Cheryl Blue Fingers: A Ninja’s Tale 2004 
Myers, Walter Dean Blues Journey 2003 
Avi Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic 2005 
Ritter, John H. Boy Who Saved Baseball 2003 
Kerr, P. B. Children of the Lamp, The: The Akhenaten Adventure 2004 
Shan, Darren Cirque de Freak: A Living Nightmare 2002 
DuPrau, Jeanne City of Embers 2003 
Stewart, Jennifer J. Close Encounters of a Third World Kind 2004 
Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer 2003 
Cameron, Ann Colibri 2003 
Gaiman, Neil Coraline 2002 
Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003 
Lester, Julius Day of Trears: A Novel in Dialogue 2005 
McWhorter, Diane Dream of Freedom 2004 
Pattou, Edith East 2003 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson Escape from Memory 2003 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy 2003 
Harness, Cheryl Franklin & Eleanor 2004 
Van Maarsen, Jacqueline Friend Called Anne 2005 
Zindel, Paul Gadget, The 2001 
Koss, Amy Goldman Girls, The 2000 
Creech, Sharon Granny Torelli Makes Soup 2003 
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Author Title ©Date
Levine, Karen Hana’s Suitcase 2002 
Rowling, J.K Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 2005 
Hahn, Mary Downing Hear the Wind Blow 2003 
Hite, Sid Hole in the World, A 2001 
Hiaason, Carl Hoot 2002 
Mair, Jacqueline Horse Hooves and Chicken Feet: Mexican Folktales 2003 
Farmer, Nancy House of the Scorpion 2002 
Paulsen, Gary How Angel Peterson Got His Name 2003 
Jordan, Sherryl Hunting of the Last Dragon, The 2002 
Woodson, Jacqueline Hush 2002 

Hannigan, Kathrine Ida B-- : and her plans to maximize fun, avoid disaster, 
and (possibly) save the world 2004 

Funke, Cornilia Inkheart 2005 
Lavender, William Just Jane 2002 
Armstrong, Jennifer Kindling: Fire-Us, The 2002 
Taylor, Mildred Land, The 2001 
Jacques, Brian Lord Brocktree 2001 
Salisbury, Graham Lord of the Deep 2001 
Lawrence, Ian Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2003 
Spinelli, Jerry Loser 2002 
Orgill, Roxane Mahalia: A Life in Gospel Music 2002 

Schuffert, Bea Uusma Man who went to the far side of the moon, The: The 
story of Apollo 11 Astronaut Michael Collins 2003 

DeFelice, Cynthia Missing Manatee, The 2005 
Ellis, Deborah Mud City 2003 
Weil, Sylvie My Guardian Angel 2001 
Henkes, Kevin Olive’s Ocean 2003 
Ferris, Jean Once Upon a Marigold 2002 
Rinaldi, Ann Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family 2003 
Konigsburg, E.L Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place, The 2004 
Sleator, William Parasite Pig 2002 
Barry, Dave and Ridley Pearson Peter and the Starcatchers 2004 
Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods 2002 
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Author Title ©Date

Rees, Celia Pirates! The True and Remarkable Adventures of 
Minerva Sharpe 2003 

Simmons, Michael Pool Boy 2005 
Arrington, Frances Prairie Whispers 2003 
Cabot, Meg Princess Diaries, Volume VI: Princess in Training 2005 
Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003 
Park, Linda Sue Project Mulberry 2005 
Gravett, Christopher Real Knights: Over 20 True Stories of Chivalrous Deeds 2005 
Mikaelsen, Ben Red Midnight 2002 
Armistead, John Return of Gabriel, The 2002 
Peck , Richard River Between Us, The 2003 
Alexander, Lloyd Rope Trick, The 2002 
Rodda, Emily Rowan of Rin 2001 
Vande Velde, Vivian Rumplestiltskin Problem, The 2000 
McKay, Hillary Saffy’s Angel 2002 
Codell, Esme Raji Sahara Special 2003 
Couloumbis, Audrey Say Yes 2002 
Wait, Lea Seaward Born 2003 
Lowery, Lois Silent Boy, The 2003 
Crum, Shutta Spitting Image 2003 
Bauer, Joan Stand Tall 2002 
Carbone, Elisa Storm Warriors 2001 
Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker 2001 
Hesse, Karen Stowaway 2000 
Kehret, Peg Stranger Next Door 2002 
Hoffman, Mary Stravanganza: City of Masks 2002 
Green, Michelle Y. Strong Right Arm, A 2002 
Van Draanen, Wendelin Swear to Howdy 2003 
George, Kristine O’Connell Swimming Upstream 2002 
Yolen, Jane Sword of the Rightful King 2003 
Clements, Andrew Things Not Seen 2002 
Hoeye, Michael Time Stops for No Mouse 2002 
Myers, Anna Tulsa Burning 2002 
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Author Title ©Date
Atinsky, Steve Tyler on Prime Time 2002 
Smith, Anita Hope Way a Door Closes, The 2003 
Carey, Janet Lee Wenny Has Wings 2002 
Park, Linda Sue When My Name was Keoko 2002 
Dowell, Francis O’Rourke Where I’d Like to Be 2003 
Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 2004 

Armstrong, Thomas You’re Smarter Than You Think: A Kid’s Guide to 
Multiple Intelligences. 2003 
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